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Apple Final Cut Pro X, WorkaroundTip #1535: Better Options Working with PDF Files


… for Apple Final Cut Pro X

Tip #1535: Better Options Working with PDF Files

 Larry Jordan – LarryJordan.com

Scale PDF images BEFORE bringing them into Final Cut.


The Page Options dialog in Photoshop scales the PDF image before import.





When you import a PDF file into Final Cut, it gets converted into a PNG. This causes problems when you need to scale the image because PDF files, generally, retain image quality when they are scaled. PNGs do not.



Essentially, the PNG is created at 100% of the size of the PDF page AFTER it is scaled to fit within the frame size of your project, not the original size of the PDF itself.



This conversion means that we can’t zoom into a portion of the PNG image without seriously losing image quality.



TWO WORKAROUNDS



If all you need to do is import the entire PDF page without zooming into a portion of the page, use this workaround.


Workaround #1: Open the PDF in Preview, choose File > Export and set the export format to PNG. This exports the PDF at the size it was created, not the frame size of your project. (You could, also, use this as a way to enlarge a PDF image to do a screen grab of a portion of a page.)



NOTE: Ignore the Resolution setting on export, even if you choose a higher number, the size and resolution of the exported image won’t change. I consider this a bug.




If you need to zoom into elements on the page – for example to provide closeups of an embedded image – this workaround is a better option:


Workaround #2: Open the file in Photoshop, or another image editing program. In the Page Options dialog (see screen shot) that appears: Set the Resolution to at least 400 Pixels/inch. This enlarges the image – while retaining image quality – so that you can easily zoom in or out of the PDF in the timeline.



EXTRA CREDIT



There are two types of PDFs: those that originated as bitmaps and those that originated as vectors.



Photos, scans and Photoshop documents will not scale very well, if at all. Text, Illustrator files or images created using musical notation should scale perfectly.






                        Please rate the helpfulness of this tip.      
                      Click on a star to rate it!      
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                    Seth L. Mellman says:                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    April 8, 2021 at 7:16 am                                
                            
                        

                

                
                
                Great tip Larry. Related PDF question. I often like to print out a useful tip from your email or save digitally. What is the best way to do this?
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                    Larry Jordan says:                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    April 8, 2021 at 8:01 am                                
                            
                        

                

                
                
                Seth:

The easiest is, from your Browser, choose File > Export as PDF.

PDFs can be displayed by anything, the text is searchable and they are small files.

Larry

                                Reply                

            


        
    

	

        
        
            
                            


            
            
                
                    Seth L. Mellman says:                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    April 13, 2021 at 5:29 am                                
                            
                        

                

                
                
                Thanks Larry!!
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                    Graham Read says:                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    April 5, 2021 at 5:40 am                                
                            
                        

                

                
                
                Hi Larry,

There is also a $49 solution available on FX Factory that allows you to work with Adobe Illustrator (.ai) and PDFs directly in FCPx keeping them as native vector graphics and allowing full scaling. It’s called osm.Importers.

Only thing I don’t like so much is that you don’t see a thumbnail of the graphic in the timeline – only the plugin icon – so if you use it many times in a project it’s hard to spot where you are!
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                    Larry Jordan says:                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    April 5, 2021 at 8:06 am                                
                            
                        

                

                
                
                Graham:

Thanks for letting me know.

Larry
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                    Adam Thorpe says:                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    May 5, 2021 at 1:59 am                                
                            
                        

                

                
                
                Hi Graham,

I think it is also possible to import .ai files (and .psd) directly into Motion. By turning off ‘Fixed resolution’ you can scale vector files indefinitely. Courtesy of Ripple Training.
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How we use cookies
We may request cookies to be set on your device. We use cookies to let us know when you visit our websites, how you interact with us, to enrich your user experience, and to customize your relationship with our website. 

Click on the different category headings to find out more. You can also change some of your preferences. Note that blocking some types of cookies may impact your experience on our websites and the services we are able to offer.



Essential Website Cookies
These cookies are strictly necessary to provide you with services available through our website and to use some of its features.

Because these cookies are strictly necessary to deliver the website, refuseing them will have impact how our site functions. You always can block or delete cookies by changing your browser settings and force blocking all cookies on this website. But this will always prompt you to accept/refuse cookies when revisiting our site.

We fully respect if you want to refuse cookies but to avoid asking you again and again kindly allow us to store a cookie for that. You are free to opt out any time or opt in for other cookies to get a better experience. If you refuse cookies we will remove all set cookies in our domain.

We provide you with a list of stored cookies on your computer in our domain so you can check what we stored. Due to security reasons we are not able to show or modify cookies from other domains. You can check these in your browser security settings.

Check to enable permanent hiding of message bar and refuse all cookies if you do not opt in. We need 2 cookies to store this setting. Otherwise you will be prompted again when opening a new browser window or new a tab.

Click to enable/disable essential site cookies.



Google Analytics Cookies
These cookies collect information that is used either in aggregate form to help us understand how our website is being used or how effective our marketing campaigns are, or to help us customize our website and application for you in order to enhance your experience.

If you do not want that we track your visit to our site you can disable tracking in your browser here:

Click to enable/disable Google Analytics tracking.



Other external services
We also use different external services like Google Webfonts, Google Maps, and external Video providers. Since these providers may collect personal data like your IP address we allow you to block them here. Please be aware that this might heavily reduce the functionality and appearance of our site. Changes will take effect once you reload the page.

Google Webfont Settings:

Click to enable/disable Google Webfonts.

Google Map Settings:

Click to enable/disable Google Maps.

Google reCaptcha Settings:

Click to enable/disable Google reCaptcha.

Vimeo and Youtube video embeds:

Click to enable/disable video embeds.



Other cookies
The following cookies are also needed - You can choose if you want to allow them:

Click to enable/disable _ga - Google Analytics Cookie.

Click to enable/disable _gid - Google Analytics Cookie.

Click to enable/disable _gat_* - Google Analytics Cookie.



Privacy Policy
You can read about our cookies and privacy settings in detail on our Privacy Policy Page. 
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